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Biggs Field, Texas
1 July 1916

Dear FRuby, .

i Afraid we have quite & tale of woe for yousee.it all happondd
like this:

We purchased the hose (51 guage nylons) and had them pack it
in two packares Helen and I eech carrying ome. On crossing the
border the customs inspector asked Helen what she wes carrying
end then how meny pair. Guessing offhend she said five pair. He
decided to check and on opening her peckage found eleven paire. He
would hawve it no otherrway but that she was deliberatly trying
to dofreud the government end mede her pay & fine of §12,00 elso
he confiscated the six pair she alledpedly concealled. That ien't
all either, &g for the remaining eleven pair they are being held for
duty et the customs housee..s..total duty #11,55. We did not have
enourh between us to vay thate-in fact Felen had to borrow some from
another rirl with us to pay that #12,00 fine, T reallge this all
makes for nretty expensive hoseee=ebut there vou sre---«where do
we go from here? I guess the rest is upto you. If you want to
send us the 211,55 for the duty we will pet the remaining eleven
pair out and mail them to you....alsc the necessary postage, 1
don't know whet sizes remsin, so you wonld be taking & chance on that.,

We are both really very sorry for the whole thing, belie e meees
it all meant a good deal of trouble and heartache for both of us.
T had five dollars remaining after I bourht the hoge and am giving
jt to Helen to help ma'e up partly for the money she lost on the deal.
It is my opinion that she ought to be repaid the remainder. For efter all
we had nothing to gain by it all outselves and T am sure that having
been in the army yourself Ruby you will reslisze that #12,00 to a girl
in the ermy is a lot of monev. You have quite a sence of justice so
I think it is well to let you and your friende decide. If you still
want me to, I guess I can try getting you six other pair of hose. Guess
that is about &ll on that subjecteee.let me know ae soon as possible
csuse T would very much like to see all this cleared up before we
leave. From the looks of things the required months of service will
be dropped to 18 very soon and we ought to be out by ‘fugust. Also
rumors still persist about our outfit moving to Florida very soon.

Tt is guite hot down here and we are both getting quite tan
though of course lielen has me way beat. We haven't been getting any
of the bir money vou mentioned in your lettereethourh T just heard that
the pay raies has just gone through and our next momths pay ought to
inelude that,

Ouess that ie 81l for NoWe.eeosoguess yvou ocsn understend the
need for an imrediate replv.

Helen sends her regardseess

Love,
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Biggs Field, Texms
19 July isqﬁé

Dear Rubyj

: Apperently Lt. Pilszer received your letter this morning,
cause she took the situstion to our Legal Officer, this morning. In fact
Helen and T spent the best part of this morning in his office answering
questions and listening to him dictate a long letter to the Fl Pago Customs
office, also two affidavits for our signatures in which the whole thing
was expleined and sworn too. Im his letter to the Customs Office he also
explained just how everything happened and that neither of us had the slightest
intention to defraud and that in view of our ignoramce of the law (we
ean't bring anything inte the states dutyefree if it 18 net for our own
personal use-=learhing the hard way) they reconsider and return the $12.00
fine to Helen also the six pair of confiscated hose. Of course there isn't
any assurance thet this petition would be granted. Dut if it is you would
still have to pay the duty on the seventeen pair of hose which would be
£17.85¢0seeminus five dollars we had left from the oririnel purchase, which
I had given to Helen to partly compensate for her loss onthe deal. That
would leave a total of $12.85 plus postage you would have to send. Of
course if it works out that way it would greatly improve the situation
from what it is rirht now and T think you ought to take it cause it would
be better than for you to lose the original £35.00, which ien't & mean amount
in aryone's language, I guess. Anyway just keep your fingers crossed and
hore that our petition 1s rranted. If 1t isn't we dre of course richt
baock where we started when I wrote you that other letter.

: In eny event I should very much appreciate an answer

as gsoon as possible, Also Ruby, I think you might have written to us in

reply to my letter and relieved Helen and I on the subjeot of any worry.
Instead of writing our CO you could have supgested to us that you thought

we ought to see her, We didn't think of going to anyone for help because

I doubted thet the situation could be helped by anyone. Tho of eourse both she
and Col. Kuhfeld, the legal officer, were both very nice and very helpful

about the whole thing. :

Guess that is all on the subjectssesdelen sends her
regards.

Love,



TREASURY DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS
= EL PAsO, TEXAS
OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR

DISTRICT No. 24 IN REPLY REFER TO:

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS J' uly 2 l+ 3 l 9&6

FOR THIS OFFICE TO THE COLLECTOR

G.0. No. 495
Bess Levy

Corporal Bess Levy,
Biggs Field, Texas

Dear Madam:

The receipt of your petition to this office is hereby
acknowledged.

Please be advised that the eleven pairs of hose referred
to are being held in General Order storage at this office.

_ You may secure same upon payment of duty in the amount
$11.55 plus .50¢ for storage, to the Collector of Customs,
El Paso, Texas.
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Hqe Ninth Air Force
Bigps Field, Texas
August 7, 1946

Treasury Department
Lureau of Customs
Pl Paso, Texas

Dear Sirsg

We received your letters of July 2l, 19Lé
granting our petition for the release of mix
peir of nylon hose, for which we sincerly do
thank you. :

At present we are awaiting a reply from Vrs.
Hollingsworth in answer to a letter we gent
her requesting funds with which to pay the
oustoms tax. Upon word from her we will he
down to claim the hose and refund. Would very
much appreciate it if you would hold the hose
for just a little while longer.

Yours very truly

BESS F. LEVY, A500152
Corporal, WAC

FELEN WALXO, A«515760
Corporal, WAC
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